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The  September 9th  meeting is  at the  Bemis Library in Castle Rock 

On a visit to an antique 

shop in Leadville I 

found a copy of the 

trade publication 

óBroadcasting Tele-

castingô, a monthly 

trade publication from 

July of 1953.  The 

cover stated that this 

was the 22nd year of 

publication and it was 

ñThe Newsweekly of 

Radio and TVò.  It be-

gan publication in1931 

under the name ñBroadcasting ï the 

News Magazine of the Fifth Es-

tateò.   

 

Reading thru this trade publication 

gives a fascinating picture of the 

fledgling television broadcasting 

industry in 1953, and the political 

climate at that time.  The following 

are random excerpts from this 1953 

monthly trade publication: 

Dr. Allen B. Dumont 

says he hasnôt made up 

his mind yet on whether 

to appear in opposition 

to NTSC and RCA-

NBCôs petitions for 

compatible color TV.   

Dr. Dumont claims ñNo 

one has a tri-color tube 

yet that is anywhere 

near ready for commer-

cial production.ò  He 

also states privately that 

he doesnôt think the 

$1000 price for initial color receiv-

ers meets the FCC criterion that 

color sets be within reach of the 

ñgreat mass of the American pub-

lic.ò 

 

Senator Joseph R. McCarthy intro-

duced Senate Bill S-2125, propos-

ing that everything going out over 

the air be filmed or recorded 

(allowing his Senate Committee on 

Un-American Activities to review 

all broadcasts). 

 

Senator Edwin Johnson (Colorado) 

abandons hope of getting his bill to 

(Continued on page 3) 

A color version of The Flash is distributed to members of the 

CRC e-groupðContact Mark Dittmar to join  



A hearty ñthanksò to all those who at-

tended and presented  at our last club 

meeting. I didnôt count noses but our 

room was filled upéalmost SRO! 

 

Merrill Campbell 

gave a college level 

introductory ñlectureò 

on repairing cracked 

and/or broken plastic 

radios. This included 

a table full of plastic 

radios in varying de-

grees of original 

trashed-out condition 

to fully restored and 

included several 

beautiful examples of 

his craft. He went 

through his various steps while demon-

strating the process and use of magical 

powders, glues, sanding, and  polishing 

compounds. You name it and it was on 

the table with explanations given. This 

entire repair and restoration sequence 

was the subject of our feature article in 

the last issue of The FLASH.  

 

The other highlight of the afternoon 

was the quite interesting, captivating 

éand remarkable presentation by Don 

Andrus. Don had set up his replica Ti-

tanic radio operators desk with all the 

equipment and props that one sees in 

old photographs of the original set up. 

As he made his presentation he was 

resplendent with an old fashioned radio 

operators hat. My words cannot ade-

quately describe this somewhat operat-

ing and illusionary displayéplease 

refer to pictures elsewhere in this pub-

lication. 

 

We had quite a turn-

out of raffle items 

éñthanksò to many 

benefactors within 

the club. All-in-All, 

we had a darn good 

meeting! 

 

Our September meet-

ingós Special Topic: 

ñYour most challeng-

ing and or difficult 

table radio restora-

tionñ. Please bring on those restored 

treasures and tell us the unique story 

from behind the scenes. 

 

At the  next meeting, to be held at the 

Littleton Bemis Library, we will start 

the planning for the Sept. 30th Auction 

and BBQ. So keep that date in mind.  

 

Finally we will discuss the urgent need 

for FLASH articleséI may have to 

personally encourage your participa-

tion in this most needed and appreci-

ated endeavor. 
 

Thanks,  
 

David Boyle 
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Upcoming Events 

5/13ðMotherôs Day 

5/20ðMay CRC Meeting 

5/30ðMemorial Day 

 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

Meeting Locations 

(Unless noted otherwise) 
Littleton                      Castle Rock 

January          March 

May          July 

September         November 

 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

CRC MEETINGS  
 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday of 

every other month starting in January 

(except May is 3rd Sunday) at 1:00 pm. 

The meetings consist of business, ñshow 

& tellò, raffles, auctions, swap meets, 

technical discussions and other subjects of 

interest 

 
 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

CRC MEMBERSHIP  
 

Annual membership in the CRC runs from 

July to June. Dues entitle members to at-

tend meetings, "The Flash!" our newslet-

ter, discount book prices, participation in 

our spring show and Fall auction. Current 

annual dues are $20. New memberships 

will be prorated to the following June. 

COLORADO RADIO COLLECTORS ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB  
Founded October 1988 

The Flash!  © 2012, all rights reserved 

Message from the President 
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Septemberôs Special Topic 
 

Your most difficult and/or involved table or small 

radio repair and restoration 

Bring it along and tell us about it. 
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restrict baseball game broadcasting 

in cities with large newspaper cir-

culation thru this session of Con-

gress.  

 

The NFL threatens that if the Gov-

ernment wins its anti-trust case 

against the NFL, the NFL will pro-

hibit any further radio or television 

broadcasts of its games. 

 

In an article in Harpers Magazine, 

author Granville Hicks disputes that 

Communists in the radio profession 

in the 1930ôs had much influence 

on the industry. 

 

Edward W. Barrett, head of the 

Voice of America, will speak on his 

ideas for winning the Cold War at a 

luncheon of the Council of Foreign 

Relations, held in Chicago. 

 

Several UHF stations in the Wash-

ington, DC area are considering 

getting in to the cable TV business, 

possibly as a remunerative sideline. 

 

The Mutual Broadcasting System 

tells affiliates that henceforth they 

will only supply five hours of pro-

gramming each day and would pay 

affiliates in programs rather than 

cash. 

 

The FCC is being swamped with 

complaints by UHF station licen-

sees who are unable to obtain net-

work affiliations. 

 

Radio station KGAK in Gallup, 

N.M. is now broadcasting programs 

in Navajo and Zuni.  In Navajo it 

takes an announcer a minute and a 

half to do a commercial that would 

take 45 seconds in English.  To get 

11 advertising óspotsô in a one hour 

program, only 6 records can be 

played, as compared to 14 on an 

(Continued from page 1) 

English Language broadcast. 

 

Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA-

NBC board chairman, announced 

that the Radio and TV divisions 

would become independent from 

each other. However, Engineering, 

Research, Production and Account-

ing would continue to serve both 

divisions. 

 

The first units of the most powerful 

TV transmitter ever built by RCA 

Victor were shipped from the Cam-

den plant to WTCN TV, Channel 

11, in Minneapolis.  The 50 KW 

television transmitter will feed a 

high gain antenna giving an effec-

tive radiated power of 316 KW vis-

ual. 

 

 

The NBC film division has started 

production on 39 episodes of the 

óInner Sanctumô film series, for net-

work syndication. 

 

Delira Corp, claiming to own the 

rights to the name Wild Bill 

Hickok, is suing the Mutual Broad-

casting System claiming royalty 

violations on the Television series. 

 

The Supreme Court of the State of 

Ohio will consider whether local 

censorship boards can ban any film 

from being broadcast by local TV 

stations. 

 

NBC reports that Hopalong Cassidy 

is currently in syndication on 115 

network affiliates.  Bill Boyd, who 

plays Hopalong Cassidy, had to 

suspend shooting on 5 productions 

when he suffered sunstroke, heat 

exhaustion, and a viral infection in 

the 110 degree heat on the ranch 

where the series is shot.  The ranch 

is located on the edge of the Mo-

jave Desert. 

 

The top 15 weekly rated TV 

shows for June 1953 in order 

were: 

 

 I love Lucy 

 You bet Your Life 

 Dragnet 

 Godfreyôs Talent Scouts 

 Texaco Star Theater 

 Comedy Hour 

 Jackie Gleason 

 Godfrey and His Friends 

 Red Buttons 

 Whatôs My Line 

 TV Playhouse 

 Burns and Allen 

 Our Miss Brooks 

 Fireside Theater 

 My Little Margie 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The top ten daily TV shows were: 

 

 Howdy Doody 

 Perry Como 

 Camel News Caravan 

 Kate Smith 

 Captain Video 

 Dinah Shore 

 Strike It Rich 

 Search for Tomorrow 

 USA Canteen 

 Eddie Fisher 

 

The top 10 once a week Radio 

shows were: 

 

 Jack Benny 

 Lux Summer Theater 

 Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar 

 People are Funny 

 Big Story 

 Our Miss Brooks 

 You Bet Your Life 

 Great Gildersleeve 

 Mr. and Mrs. North 

 My Little Margie 

 

From the June 1953 weekly TV set 

Summary ï some examples of the 

number of TV sets by coverage 

area: 

 

Colorado Springs ï KKTV   

23,123 

 

Denver - KBTV, KFEL-TV 

150,362 

 

Pueblo KDZA-TV, KCSJ-TV  

21,000 

 

Los Angeles  KECA-TV, KHJ-TV, 

KLAC-TV, KNBH, KTLA, KNXT, 

             

KTTV  1,596,000 

 

Chicago ï WBBM-TV, WENR-

TV, WGN-TV, WNBQ  1,570,000 

 

(Continued from page 3) New York ï WABC-TV, WABD, 

WCBS-TV, WNBT, WOR-TV,       

WPIX,  3,535,000 

 

Total sets in use in the US in June 

1953 ï 25,139,637 

 

In the first 5 months of 1952 

1,799,877   sets were sold. 

In the first 5 months of 1953  

2,695,855  sets were sold,   

and  38,387 of those sets were sold 

in Colorado. 

RCA has submitted a color set to 

the FCC for evaluation.  

FCC engineers immediately began 

to ascertain if the color set met the 

FCCôs 1951 color decision regard-

ing ease of operation, lack of criti-

cal color controls and registration, 

and prospective cost to consumers.   

The NTSC commission will shortly 

release its standards for color com-

patible television. 

 

Britain, in anticipation of color tele-

vision, has increased spacing be-

tween broadcast channels to permit 

a greater channel bandwidth, should 

it be needed for color transmission. 

The FCC cites the design of televi-

sion receivers using a 21 MHz IF 

frequency as the cause of television 

interference by amateur radio op-

erators.  Early sets used a 10-14 

MHz IF, then later changed to 21 

MHz IFs.   In 1945 the FCC allo-

cated the 15 meter band (21 MHz) 

to amateur radio and in 1947 that 

was made a world wide allocation.  

In 1949 most set manufacturers be-

gan using a 45.25 MHz IF. 

 

WLIBôs new transmitting tower, 

located on a concrete pillar 150 feet 

off shore in the East River (NYC) 

fell over a few weeks before it was 

go into operation.  The collapsing 

tower missed by 10 feet, a group of 

60 children on a play ground, as 

well as the new transmitter build-

ing, but demolished a parked car 

and damaged four others, and 

slightly injured 6 persons.  Cause of 

the collapse is unknown. 

 

And finallyéé. 

 

A burglar broke into a radio and TV 

shop in Belleville, Ill, and the only 

items taken were two new set top 

UHF TV converters.  This just two 

weeks before Bellevilleôs first UHF 

station was to go on the air.  Appar-

ently they wanted to be ready. 

 

As can be seen from the above, 

television broadcasting was cer-

tainly on the move in 1953, and in 

some cases seemed to be getting a 

little ahead of itself.  Censorship of 

the airwaves was being discussed, 

and the witch hunt for Communists 

in the media was well under way.  

Little attention was now being paid 

to the radio broadcasting industry. 

 

The TV Industry had 

hooked the public. 
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Once again, through the efforts of club member Rich Kuberski, we 

are privileged to hold our annual action in a park-like setting. In 

addition, we will also be continuing our tradition of combining the 

auction with a pot luck barbecue. 

That is, the club will provide the burgers, hot dogs, condiments, 

chips and soft drinks while the members bring side dishes to share 

with all. 

So plan on not only on being part of the auction, by both buying 

and selling radio treasures, but also by bringing your family where 

they can enjoy the picnic and the surrounding park facilities. 

WHAT:  

An auction of radios, television, documentation, parts, test equip-

ment and associated items. The public is encouraged to 

participate in both buying and selling. 

WHEN:  

Sunday, September 30th at 1:00pm 

Sellerôs Registration  10:00a - 12:45p 

Buyerôs Registration  10:00a until end 

Viewing  As items are delivered 

Auction  Starts at 1:00p SHARP 

Barbecue Lunch  Served 10:30a-11:30a 

Bring a side dish to share with everyone; 

Slaw, Potato Salad, Fruit Salad, Desserts, 

Chips, Beans, Your favorite recipe, etc. 

WHERE:  

Tectonic Management Group Inc.  

Office grounds and picnic facilities (see map.) 

AUCTION RULES  

There is no cost to register as a buyer or seller. 

There is a seller's commission that will be equal to $1 or 10% 

(which ever is greater) of the "hammer" price on each lot sold to 

any buyer - including the sellers who may elect to ñbuy backò 
their lots. 

Sellers may optionally, at registration time only, set a secret 

minimum bid (reserve) on any lot. 

No commission will be incurred on any lot that is not sold. 

 All seller commissions will be deducted from and before the 

payment to the seller, and these commissions 

will become the property of the Colorado Radio Collectorôs 

treasury. 

 Buyers can not take possession of any lot(s) until the total cost 

for all purchases are paid. Collection of buyers fees will com-

mence at the conclusion of the sale of the last lot entered into the 
auction. A buyer's receipt is required for pickup of purchased 

lots from the lot/item display area. 

 Buyer fees will be collected before sellers are paid. Identifica-

tion may be requested from those paying for their purchases by 

personal check. 

* Sellers will be paid only by C.R.C. check and may, for a $1.00 

surcharge, elect to be paid by mail. 

* This auction is limited to radio and electronics related items as 

described above. The CRC reserves the right to reject items 

deemed inappropriate. 

* Any item registered for sale by auction may not be sold outside 
of the auctioneer's control, and can not be removed from the sale 

once the auction commences. 

 THE CRC 2012 ANNUAL AUCTION  
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SELLERS 
Be Prepared for the 2012 CRC Auction 

Fill out this form and bring it along when you register!!! 
 

             Brand    Model                           Year          Reserve 

 1 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

 2 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

 3 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

 4 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

 5 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

 6 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

 7 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

 8 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

 9 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

10 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

11 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 

12 

___________________________    __________________________      ____________    _______________ 
 

Crunch time  
 

Okay folks, we are out of articles for The Flash.  Plain and simple.  Done, finis, kaput.  Weôve had a good 

long run of high quality articles for this publication, but our authors have run dry.  Whatôs to be done? 

 

Itôs not hard to figure out.  You, yes, YOU need to become a contributing author.  Itôs not hard, others do 

it, but have YOU?  If not now, when?  Look around at the next meeting.  We are averaging over 40 mem-

bers per meeting and only one of you needs to provide an article every other month.  If everyone contrib-

uted, that would only be one article every 7 years.  Look back through the issues and you will notice that 

most of the articles are provided by the same small group of people.    

 

Contact Steve Touzalin (contact information on page 2) with your submission (see page 9 for 

format instructions.)  We all look forward to reading what you have to say. 
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Merrill Campbellôs Master Class on repairing Plastic Radios 

Don Andrus & his Titanic Radio Room Recreation 


